The Miles Rockshelter (15JF671)

The Miles Rockshelter (15JF671) was discovered during a Phase I survey in 1998 by Joseph Granger Consultant (Bader et al. 1998).  Subsequent Phase II investigations at this shelter in 1999 revealed stratified deposits to a depth of nearly six feet. Phase I and Phase II excavations revealed six principal occupation zones. The primary occupations were Late Archaic and Mississippian, although Middle Archaic and Early Historic period components were also present. One broken Clovis point was recovered from disturbed context.  A second complete fluted point was found by collectors in the field outside the shelter. Middle Archaic remains are present in the lowest levels of the cultural deposits, and an engraved bone pin was found, similar to those recovered from the KyANG Site (15JF267) at what is now the Louisville International Airport, and at midwestern sites.  Late Archaic projectile points found at the shelter are stemmed types, notably McWhinney, but several examples appear to be exotic, resembling Sedalia from southern Illinois. Faunal preservation is exceptional. The Woodland period is conspicuously absent, although cord-marked potsherds were recovered. The Mississippian component yielded eighteen triangular projectile points (six from amateur collections), shell-tempered ceramics, and faunal remains. A large fragmented portion of what may be a water bottle was also found. Most of the twelve Missisippian projectile points recovered from this site from provenienced context were made from local Muldraugh chert.  

This site is located along Cedar Creek in southern Jefferson County, a tributary of Floyds Fork, which in turn drains into the Salt River. A restricted floodplain lies between the shelter and the stream, with adjacent somewhat broader bottoms nearby. The shelter itself faces east along a northeast-southwest bluff line. Above the shelter, the area is characterized as broad rolling ridgetops.  It is karsted with a system of sinkholes and underground drainage passages that allows water to flow through the shelter from above. 
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THE MILES ROCKSHELTER.

Numerous other such shelters are known to exist on privately owned land along Cedar Creek, Floyd’s Fork, and other streams in southeast Jefferson County, some twelve miles due south of the Falls proper.  Access to the area, however, was probably from the southwest from the Ohio River some miles below the Falls inlands along the Salt River and tributaries.  The Miles Rockshelter Site is located near the well-known McNeeley Lake Cave/Durrett Cave/Cooper Cave complex on Pennsylvania Run, and has yielded similar artifacts. 
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TRIANGULAR PROJECTILE POINTS FROM THE MILES ROCKSHELTER.
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