The Lone Hill Site has become almost legendary in the Falls of the Ohio River area.  Everyone who has collected artifacts has long known of the Lone Hill Site.  Professional archaeologists have even named a phase of the Archaic period after the Lone Hill Site.  But there is remarkably little known about the site. What exactly is so unique or so characteristic about the Lone Hill Site to warrant the naming of a phase?

The Lone Hill Site (15JF10) was long known to residents simply as “the Indian mound”.   Situated in a rural pastureland setting in south central Jefferson County in an otherwise swampy wet lowland, the site remained largely unexplored aside from an occasional collector walking the fields. Dr. R.L. Birdwhistle, a social anthropologist from the University of Louisville, had visited the site in June of 1953 prior to its planned destruction, and collected some arrowheads and scrapers. Later, the Louisville Archaeological Society (LAS) conducted limited explorations of the site. Between August and November, 1953, the site was totally destroyed for borrow to fill and level the site for the new plant of the Ford Motor Company. During the long destruction of the site, collectors came in large numbers every weekend to collect the artifacts exposed by the excavation (Whaley 1953). Eventually, the site was closed to visitors. Additional artifacts were collected from the spoil heap and when the material was spread as fill.  Later, in 1993, a nearby area was identified during Phase I investigations at Louisville’s Standiford Field Airport that contained deeply buried midden and artifacts that had been deposited as fill from the Lone Hill Site.  The investigations expanded into Phase III data recovery, and a significant collection was obtained, although it represented disturbed context. 

The relatively small percentage of cultural information that was known to have been salvaged from the site has long been dispersed into numerous private collections and two university archives. 

This article represents a compilation of what is known about the Lone Hill Site. It represents an attempt to gather more solid data from private collections and that currently in professional hands.  The goal of this research was to compare the materials from the site to that from other known local Archaic sites.  It seeks to establish some basis for defining a Lone Hill Phase.

