     The KYANG (Kentucky Air National Guard) Site, 15Jf267, is located on the Shewmaker Base at Standiford Field Airport in Louisville, Kentucky. The site has yielded material from the Early Archaic through the Late Woodland periods, but the primary deposits date to the Middle and Late Archaic.  This multicomponent habitation site consists of two primary zones of dark black midden deposits containing dense artifactual and faunal remains.  Human interments are also numerous in both zones of the site.  The earlier component is shell bearing, while no shells were found in later zone.  

     The KYANG site is located in a low marshy fault area known as the Scottsburg (Central Interior) Lacustrine Lowland.  The site is situated on a formerly wooded knoll that rises from a flat, swampy plain drained by Pond Creek.  It is located almost 6 miles (9.5 kilometers) south and 8 miles (13 kilometers) east of the Ohio River.  Adjacent to this knoll, to the northwest, is a large spring, called Duck Springs, which is capped and forms two permanent pools.  Duck Springs Branch, a small stream, extends from the spring southward along the western side of the knoll.  This stream formerly fed a swamp known as Ash Pond. The stream has now been channeled and feeds the Northern drainage ditch.  The area has been cleared of trees and the swampy areas filled in.

      Construction of Air National Guard facilities brought the site to the attention of the professional archaeological community on August 4, 1972 when circa four inches of topsoil were stripped from the top of the knoll on the south side of the East‑West taxiway at Standiford Field to be used as fill dirt for an Air Guard project.  The high density of human and animal bone, mussel shell, and a variety of stone tools and other cultural debris on the stripped surface prompted Base officials to contact the University of Louisville Archaeological Survey.  Upon examination of the site it became apparent that in‑situ human interments were present at the site in addition to the artifacts and faunal materials.  The considerable amount of shell contained within the dark black soil of the midden alerted the archaeologists to the fact that this site belonged to an aspect of the Archaic period which was poorly represented in the Falls area due to the destruction of similar sites in the 1950's and 1960's (Burnett 1963; Janzen 1971, 1972).  The midden is visibile in a 1950's aerial photogragh.

    A period of intense negotiation ensued at all governmental levels, local, state and federal, and resulted in closure of the prehistoric site area for almost one year for test investigations.  During this time, the site was listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  In 1973, more extensive excavations were carried out with circa 1850 square feet dug scientifically.  Over 600 projectile points and hafted scrapers, numerous other chipped and ground stone tools, distinctive engraved bone round, pointed forms, and a varied assemblage of other utilitarian bone artifacts were recovered.  Twenty‑eight features including shallow saucer‑shaped hearths, piles of burnt limestone, and deep storage/refuse pits were also discovered.  Forty-nine human interments were exhumed from thirty-eight burials.  A major faunal assemblage exceeding 6,000 mammalian, fish, bird, and reptilian bones and 8,000‑10,000 freshwater mussel and gastropod shells was retrieved.  The data showed a subsistence pattern characterized by freshwater mussel gathering and hunting of those species of animals which inhabited a wetland environment (Hill n.d.).  From a partial analysis of materials recovered from the preliminary test, it was suggested that the main dietary staple was deer supplemented by freshwater mussels, small mammals and those species of fish that inhabit standing bodies of water (Hill n.d.). 

     The lower (KYANG I) Old Clarksville Phase component is a midden zone with varying amounts of mollusc shell and burials interred in features.  The upper zone (KYANG II) has been assigned to the Lone Hill Phase of the Falls of the Ohio region.   The 32 lower zone burials were either single or double inhumations of individuals within deep bowl‑shaped pits, most of which were in a flexed position.  Several bundle burials were also observed.  These burials (13 indeterminate adult, one male, five female, and thirteen juvenile or infant) were found to contain greater frequencies of grave goods comprised of engraved bone round, pointed forms, bear, deer and wolf tooth necklaces, red ochre, ground stone pendants and beads, adzes, antler atlatl hooks, antler flakers, and a variety of chert tools.

Most of the upper zone burials (nine of which had to be classed as indeterminate adult due to scattering) were disarticulated interments, possibly in shallow pits which became indistinguishable from the midden. Several of the more shallow upper zone burials had been 
impacted by the stripping operation which exposed the site.  The upper zone burials, while not lacking burial furniture, were less spectacularly provided for than those of the lower zone.  The largest upper zone inclusion was a grave containing a cache of three Rowlett blades.

     The KYANG Site appeared to belong to what was formerly termed as an "inland Archaic tradition" about which little was known, as opposed to "Riverine" expression which had been studied more thoroughly (Janzen 1971, 1972 and 1978; Collins et.al. 1979; Granger 1978).  While numerous similarities between the KYANG site and those of the somewhat later Green River Archaic have been noted, other aspects of the site, namely projectile point types and engraved bone round, pointed forms, are nearly identical to those found from the Helton Phase of the Koster Site in the Lower Illinois River Valley, and to the Black Earth Site, both in Illinois (Cook 1976; Jefferies and Lynch 1983).

     To date, most large scale excavations in the Falls of the Ohio region (centered in Louisville, Kentucky) have been along the floodplain of the Ohio River.  This is partly because this area has been largely undeveloped.  Few inland prehistoric sites of comparable significance remain because of intense development and construction.  The area in which the KYANG site was found has been under intensive development since World War II and a large number of sites have been destroyed.  The airport is a unique land use which has preserved open greenspace free from construction.  However, the surrounding area had been under extensive land alteration beginning in 1945 with many of the old topographic features now destroyed in successive enlargements of facilities.  It was discovered by examination of records that the high point of ground containing the KYANG site was not modified in airport construction due to having been at the precise elevation the specifications called for in grading filled portions of Standiford Field.  The KYANG Site gave archaeologists the opportunity to sample a dimension of Archaic settlement pattern which probably represented one of the last extant major inland sites which had not already been destroyed.

    Near the close of the 1973 excavations, an Indian Protest Group (Granger 1980) caused all work on the site to cease while it was ritualistically consecrated as a "holy place".  A major controversy ensued, which made the headlines of a nationally circulated Indian newspaper, Wassaja (Vol. 1, No. 7, 1973).  Fortunately, the location of the site, deep within Standiford Field's perimeter of security, did not allow the publicity to affect the remaining in‑situ deposits, except to keep them open and subject to erosion.  Ultimately, the site was stabilized in 1975 by covering the ground surface of the site with a six‑inch overlay of sterile sand and planting it with vegetation to discourage erosion and any possible unauthorized access.

     The prehistoric residents of the KYANG Site were probably occupying the knoll principally during the Middle and Late Archaic periods from seven thousand to about three thousand years ago.  However, the site was utilized at other times as well.  An Early Archaic component, the Ashworth Phase, yielded Kirk-like projectiles.  This is named for the Ashworth Site, 15Bu236, in adjacent Bullitt County, a rockshelter which produced significant Early Archaic materials as well as remains from later components (DiBlasi 1981).  Adena-like projectiles, as well as a small amount of pottery, indicates an Early Woodland occupation.  Several Late Woodland triangular points were also recovered.

     Within this base settlement, which is located in perhaps the richest seasonal catchment area in the Falls Region, significant transformations in technology (tool morphology) and ideology (inhumation practices) took place between the two phases of the period.  KYANG I, the upper zone, has been dated to 5010 +/‑90 BP (3060 B.C.) and relates to the Old Clarksville Phase of 6,000 to 2,400 B.C. (Granger 1988).  The Lower Midden Zone with shell, KYANG II, is assigned to the Lone Hill Phase (2,400‑1,200 BC) (Granger 1988).

     The prehistoric peoples who recurrently came to the knoll exploited an environment which consisted of a marsh and a sluggish stream, although the fresh water mussels were obtained from a large river system, the Ohio.  The site was situated in a marsh dotted with many such small knolls or higher hills, at least two of which were contemporaneously used (Lone Hill and Minors Lane).  Indian groups apparently located here in late summer and fall, hunted small marsh fauna, some deer and collected shellfish.  However, in winter they seem to have moved elsewhere, probably further into the rockshelters of the Outer Bluegrass.  With early spring they may have moved the short distance directly north to the Falls of the Ohio to fish.  However, judging from the concentration of contemporary sites on the Ohio River floodplain at the Pond Creek juncture, it is likely the principal movement was out through the  Blevins Gap valley of Pond Creek, between the North and South Knobs segments, for the same purpose (Granger 1988).  After the spring fishing runs, they may have collected local Muldraugh cherts from the Knobs for tools to be made on‑site, and once again returned inland to KYANG and other similar sites in the vicinity of a water feature similar or ancestral to Ash Pond in the Central Lacustrine Lowland.

     This hypothetical pattern conforms to that of the Middle‑Late Archaic as a whole but neither considers finegrained distinctions between the Old Clarksville Phase and the Lone Hill Phase nor develops the contextual precision necessary for intrasite activity patterning studies.  The KYANG Site, as a base settlement, offers within the large assemblage many of those fine functional and contextual details that are only now emerging from analysis and from which technological, sociological and ideological processes and transformations can be inferred. 

