Stewardship Program

1. Requirements:

A. Nomination: A steward of the archaeological past must be nominated by a qualified professional archaeologist and//or other stewards.  Stewards will be appointed by qualified professional archaeologists under the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology taking into consideration information from qualified professionals and other stewards. Once a steward is  appointed, the regional conservation officer district and the local conservation officer(s) will be notified.

B. Experience:  A steward must have demonstrated substantial experience in archaeology, and outstanding participation in and the knowledge of Indiana archaeology, methods, techniques, standards, and guidelines.  The individual must possess a strong background in and knowledge of artifacts and archaeological field methods and techniques.  Other factors contributing to experience include past or current participation in educational programs, involvement in the archaeological community of Indiana, involvement in archaeological projects in Indiana, reports, records and publications in archaeology, courses or training in archaeology, and other contributions to Indiana archaeology.

C. Code of Ethics: A steward must possess high standards of ethical and professional conduct in regard to archaeological resources and archaeological field and laboratory standards.  They must subscribe to federal and state laws, standards, and guidelines regarding the preservation and investigation of archaeological sites, artifacts, and human remains. They must not participate in the buying and selling of artifacts, and must be sensitive to and consider the cultural groups whose heritage is being investigated or studied. They must subscribe to the highest common or standard ethical standards in the conduct of archaeology and in regard to the archaeological resources. Site locations will be kept confidential, unless disclosable under federal or state laws, rules, regulations, and policies.  State and federal laws will be followed in regard to field investigations.  Training in the state law will be provided to the steward by DHPA personnel.  Landowner permission must be obtained for surveys.  Stewards will work under the supervision of qualified professional archaeologists when undertaking field projects.  Stewards will not conduct archaeological excavations, although they may participate in excavations under the supervision of qualified professional archaeologists.

D. Responsibilities:

1. Assist in the event of accidental discoveries or disturbance to the ground of archaeological sites.  Reports of threats to or future projects threatening archaeological sites or human remains.

2. Public education about archaeology.

3. Monitoring or sponsorship of significant archaeological sites or resources.

4. Identification and cataloguing of important collections or other archaeological information, records, etc. in the region.

5. Recording or archaeological sites and information.

E. Quarterly Reports: Each steward shall submit, in writing to the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology, a quarterly report concerning their activities, information, and archaeological activities or occurrence in their region.

F. Semiannual Review of Stewards: The activities and record of each steward will be reviewed semiannually.  Note that stewardship may be revoked if behavior inconsistent with professional ethics, standards, and guidelines occurs, or in the event of inactivity.

G. Annual Meeting:  There will be an annual meeting of all stewards during Indiana Archaeology Week.

H. Specialized Training and Credentials:  Stewards will obtain specialized training in human osteology if they are not already knowledgeable. Demonstration of knowledge of human remains must be submitted to the DHPA for review.  Stewards must also possess detailed knowledge of artifacts and artifact classification, and archaeological field methods and techniques. To demonstrate that they are qualified for stewardship, stewards will present their credentials to the DHPA for review.

I. Group Stewardship:  A steward may be an advisor to a group that wishes to sponsor, monitor, protect, or work toward the stewardship and preservation of archaeological sites in Indiana.  The members of the group would assist the steward.

For further information, please contact:

Division of  Historic Preservation and Archaeology

402 West Washington Street, Room W274

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

317-232-1646

