An Archaeologist’s Guide to Responsible Artifact Collecting
Did you know that archaeologists often study private artifact collections? Collections are most useful for archaeological study if the collector has followed these simple guidelines: 

Don’t

· Dig. Only collect artifacts from the surface

· Buy, sell or trade artifacts with other collectors

· Shellac artifacts. Mounting them is fine as long as you keep artifacts from different sites separate (see below)

· Collect on municipal, state, or federal property, since this is against state and federal law

· Collect from caves, even if the caves are on your own property, since this is against state law

· Disturb marked or unmarked human burials of any age, since this is against state and federal law

Do

· Get written permission to collect on private property 

· Keep the collections from each site or collecting area separate

By using the “Shoebox Method:” 

· Store all artifacts from each site in separate shoeboxes

· Label each shoebox with a full description of where that site is located and the date of collection 

· Know your collection by using Noel Justice’s Stone Age Spear and Arrow Points of the Midcontinental and Eastern United States, published by Indiana University Press. 

· Do an online search for the Kentucky Organization of Professional Archaeologists to find out more about local archaeology in KY

· Leave any unintentionally discovered human bone in place and immediately contact the county coroner and law enforcement 

· Let your children know what you want them to do with the collection once you’re gone! 

Help archaeologists preserve the past! 

Call Anne Bader, Falls of the Ohio Archaeological Society, www.falls-society.org

� This guide was developed by Dr. Kelli Carmean, Department of Anthropology, Sociology and Social Work, Keith Building Room 220, Eastern Kentucky University, Richmond KY





