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September 3, 2005
September is Archaeology Month 

in Indiana!

Visit each of the 12 activity stations.  When you have participated in each activity, you will receive a stamp on your program.  After you have collected stamps from all 12 stations, return to the pottery station and receive a certificate recognizing you as an Indiana Junior Archaeologist!
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[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]Station 1.  Mock Dig.   Excavate for historic and prehistoric artifacts.  Find out what happens to artifacts after they are found!  Learn what a feature is by uncovering clues of past activities.  Make a map showing activity areas at an archaeological site.

[image: image6.wmf]
Station 2. Stratigraphy. How are archaeological sites made?  What are strata and what do they tell us about how old artifacts are?  Try and figure out the correct order of eight objects from oldest to youngest!  Stack the oldest on the bottom, and the youngest on top. Then, check the back of the artifacts to see if you are right!
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[image: image8.wmf]Station 3.  Pottery Making. Both prehistoric and historic, modern people make and use pottery made from clay.  Make a pot like the Native Americans did, and decorate it your own way.  When it dries, take it home with you.
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[image: image11.jpg]Station 4. Corn Grinding and Nutcracking. How did Native American and early historic peoples process grains and nuts?  Use prehistoric artifact replicas and historic tools to see what life was like before there were groceries.
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Station 5. Hide scraping and Leather Working.  Native Americans had to make their clothes, blankets, and bags from animal hides and other natural materials they found around them. This was not easy work…try it and see!  Using replicated bone tools, make a leather bracelet or pouch!
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Station 6.  Wood working and Drilling. The tools people use change over time.  See how different drills are used to make holes in wood and other materials.   Try drilling and scraping wood the way the Native Americans did it. 

Station 7. Atlatl Throwing. Find out what an atlatl is and who used it.  Then compete against yourself and your friends by seeing if you can hit the target when you throw an atlatl.


Station 8.  Flintknapping. How did the Native Americans make their tools?  What materials did they use?  Watch an experienced flintknapper make arrowheads and spear points just like the ancient Native Americans!  Be careful!  There are pieces of sharp rock in this area!


Station 9. Games. What did the Native Americans do for fun?  What games did they play?  Try your skill at the game of lacrosse, a game invented by the Native Americans. Guess what modern day games this is similar to.  At this station, see what other kinds of games Indians may have played. 

Station 10. Artifact Identification and Displays. Do you have an artifact and you don’t know what it is?  Ask the experts!  Look at all the different kinds of prehistoric artifacts on display.  Them try to match them with the tools we use today.  


Station 11. Prehistory and Early History at the Falls. How long ago did people live at the Falls of the Ohio River, and who were they?  Look at the timeline of human occupation of the area, and try to imagine just how long a thousand years is.  The artifacts you see today are thousands of years old!

Station 12. Dinosaurs and Fossils. Dinosaurs lived a long time ago, before people even existed. Once, the place where you stand now was a shallow sea, full of animal life. The fossils you see at here at the State Park show us what these animals were like. Learn the difference between paleontologists, who study fossils and dinosaurs, and archaeologists.  Then try to figure out all the things that are wrong with these pictures.

How many things can you find wrong 

with these pictures?

1._______________________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________________

3._______________________________________________________________

4._______________________________________________________________

5._______________________________________________________________

6._______________________________________________________________7._______________________________________________________________

8._______________________________________________________________9._______________________________________________________________10.______________________________________________________________

